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Box PMB-J 130 Gardener's Circle Johns Island, SC 29455 

Member Meeting 04/16/2025 @Seabrook Island Club

Thad Peterson, President, called the meeting to order at 6:21PM and opened with prayer. 

Thad honored South Carolina fallen hero, Sgt. Luther Rabon, Jr. and led members in the Pledge of Allegiance. See Bio attached

Thad welcomed and recognized guests.  See attached attendance list. 

Announcements:
Jack Wilson reminded the club that the Angel Oak Awards banquet is our 2nd largest fundraiser enabling us to make the grants that we do. Please make donations and sponsor tables. Seven tables left available for sponsorship. Donate by check or through memberclicks site.  
After dinner (7:22PM) Chris (from the Education Committee) welcomed the three scholarship recipients and their families.   

Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 PM

Next Meeting: 
May 7, 2025 @Seabrook Island Club
Speaker:  Kendra Steward, Dir. Joseph Riley Center for Livable Communities
 
Addendums: 
Attendance 
Fallen Hero
Scholar Recipients

Minutes submitted 04/20/2025 by Sally Smith Nicoli, Club Secretary


						Dinner Attendance 04/16/2025
	Attended?
	Member
	Attended?
	Guests
	$s

	Yes
	Phyllis Barber 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Joe Bauer 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Herb Boehm  
	
	
	

	No
	Ed Brett
	
	
	

	Yes
	David Cruse
	
	
	

	No
	Ambrose Ditloff
	
	
	

	Yes
	Art Dougherty
	
	
	

	No
	Bob Driscoll
	
	
	

	No
	Jim Dwyer
	
	
	

	Yes
	Bruce Edwards
	
	
	

	Yes
	Frank Farfone*
	
	
	

	No
	George Fink
	
	
	

	Yes
	Stephen Haines
	
	
	

	Yes
	Christopher Hix
	
	
	

	Yes
	Ray Hoover 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Ed Hughes
	
	
	

	Yes
	Ed Leary
	
	
	

	No
	Milum Livesay
	
	
	

	Yes
	Lars Lueders
	
	
	

	Yes
	Bruce Ludwin
	
	
	

	Yes
	Alan Madison 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Lisa McDonald
	Yes
Yes
	Elaine Reed
Gary Reed 
	$90

	Yes
	Rick McDonald
	
	
	

	No
	Jay Miller 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Bill Nelson 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Sally Nicoli
	
	
	

	Yes
	Thad Peterson 
	
	
	

	No
	Allen Reed
	
	
	

	Yes
	Charles Riehl
	
	
	

	Yes
	Ed Rigtrup
	
	
	

	Yes
	Shirley Salvo 
	
	
	

	Yes
	John Sesody
	
	
	$45

	Yes
	Roger Steel
	
	
	

	No
	Chris Stephenson
	
	
	

	Yes
	Chris Strobel
	Yes
	Eric Strobel
	$90

	Yes
	Joe Thompson 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Dick Trent
	
	
	

	Yes
	Stan Ullner 
	
	
	

	No
	Bruce Van Voorhis 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Pat Welch 
	
	
	

	Yes
	Jack Wilson 
	
	
	

	Yes
	David Woodman
	
	
	$45

	Yes
	Mela Wyeth 
	
	
	

	
	
	
Yes
Yes
	Youth of the year
Ashley Gonzalez Uvaldo Gonzalez
	None

	
	
	
Yes
Yes
Yes
	Scholarship
Naomi Moultrie Marrteen Moultrie Nellie Boykin
	None

	
	
	
Yes
Yes
Yes
	Scholarship
Maya Spalviero Casey Spalviero Susan Miller.
	None


			
	     Reservations		43 Members and 11 Guests for a total of 54
	     Count			46-50 count given to the Seabrook Club on Monday

                 Attendance			45
	     Member No Shows	11 or 25%
	     Guests 			11 reservations and 11 attendance
	
Fallen Hero Presentation:
Good evening, fellow Exchange Club members and guests,
Tonight, we pay tribute to *Army Sgt. Luther W. Rabon Jr.
Luther “Will” Rabon was born on August 21, 1978, in Lexington, South Carolina. He lived a life full of joy and adventure, finding happiness in hunting, boating, dirt track racing, riding motorcycles, shooting pool, playing golf, and cherishing time with family and friends. Will had a deep passion for dirt track racing, owning a car that paid homage to the iconic General Lee from the television show The Dukes of Hazzard. His friend, Lee McCullough, fondly recalled their shared memories: “I remember the work we put into this car in one night so Will could get out there and hit the wall in it the next night. Good times.”
In February 2007, Will graduated from the Army’s Advanced Individual Training program and joined the South Carolina National Guard. He was assigned to the 1221st Engineer Clearance Company based in Batesburg-Leesville. In July 2010, Sgt. Rabon and his unit deployed to Afghanistan, tasked with the critical mission of clearing roadways for military convoys. Footage aired by WLTX-TV captured his farewell as the unit prepared to depart. In the footage, Rabon kissed his mother goodbye, with Martha Rabon expressing the sacrifices her son was making: “He’s really got a lot to leave behind,” she shared, referencing his beloved wife and four young children. “But he’s willing to do that for our freedom and to defend our country, and I’m really proud of him.” The unit was set to return to South Carolina the following summer.
*On October 1, 2010, Sgt. Luther W. Rabon Jr. tragically lost his life at the age of 32 during operations in the Orgun district of Paktika Province, Afghanistan. His military vehicle was attacked by insurgents using an improvised explosive device. Army Sgt. Luther W. Rabon Jr. made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our country.
Each year, the Survivor Outreach Services hosts the Run/Walk for the Fallen, a meaningful event that remembers South Carolina’s fallen heroes. Participants wear racing bibs bearing the names of South Carolinians who have died in the line of duty since September 11, 2001. Martha Rabon, Sgt. Rabon’s devoted mother, described the importance of this event: “This event means a lot to us. The Survivor Outreach Services has made us feel like we’re still a part of the military life my son chose.” Since her son’s passing, she has attended every Run/Walk for the Fallen held at Fort Jackson.
As an indication of our respect for Army Sgt. Luther W. Rabon Jr. and others who gave their lives for our country, this *Exchange Club places U.S. flags around our community several times a year. Each flag bears a yellow ribbon with the name of a South Carolina fallen hero.
Army Sgt. Luther W. Rabon Jr., we salute you and your sacrifice on our behalf.
Please stand as you are able and join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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